
Welcoming the Stranger: Possible Next Steps and Resources 
(These resources are also available on our website at www.ruralracedialogue.org) (Updated: March 2017) 

 
v Host a Rural Race Dialogue event in your community  

 
Did you like what you experienced today? Would you like to bring this type of experience to your own community?  
 
At Rural Race Dialogue we are committed to supporting rural, predominantly white, communities and churches 
begin conversations about race and the role race and difference play in our current political, socioeconomic, and 
cultural context.  
 
We believe that connection to personal and local history, experiential learning, and compassion for self/other are 
vital to these types of conversations, especially in rural areas. Our events are specifically designed around these 
values and are intended to be an entry point or beginning for congregations and communities alike to build 
empathy for the “other.” Finally, our work is explicitly theological, and grounded in our training as religious and 
spiritual leaders.  
 
Along with our facilitation of these beginning conversations, we also provide coaching for pastors on how to 
continue these conversations in their community following the RRD event.  
 
If you would like to host an event in your community or learn more about our work:  
Visit our website at www.ruralracedialogue.org or email us at: ruralracedialogue@gmail.com  
 
v Get to know your neighbors and the history of your community 
 
One of the best places to start this work is by building relationships right in your own community. Who is “the 
other” in your city/town? What histories have been forgotten? Who needs your support in this moment? Who is 
your neighbor and how can you build relationships with them? 
 
v Build “Welcome” into Worship / United Methodist Resources 
 
“Welcome” isn’t something we do on top of everything else at church—it is what church is fundamentally about. 
Help it become the foundation of worship, gatherings, small groups, education, etc. in your congregational life. 
Consider weekly rituals, prayers, themes, guest speakers, music, that might help bring “welcome” into the daily life 
of your church. 

 
Resolution: Welcoming the Migrant to the US 
Find full text at http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/welcoming-the-migrant-to-the-us 
 
General Commission on Religion and Race 
http://www.gcorr.org/  

 
v Lead a book study on race and/or issues of racial justice  
 
Books are an important tool for exploring topics of race and racial justice, as well as highlighting the voices of 
those most impacted. Particularly in predominantly white rural areas, where minority voices may be unheard, or 
nonexistent, it is especially important to bring these voices and experiences into the room. The following are 
suggestions, please email us ones that you find helpful! 



 
Books that highlight the voice and experience of racial minorities in America 

 
*Black Americans  
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 

This book explores the ongoing racism and injustice that affects black Americans in the United States - 
particularly in the legal system. Stevenson tells his own personal story of founding the Equal Justice 
Initiative in Alabama and his journey to represent African American’s who have been wrongly convicted or 
wrongly sentenced. *This book deals with the death penalty  

 
Between the World and Me by T. Coates 

This book is a letter from a black father to his black son. It provides a clear and powerful narrative of one 
black man's experience growing up in America. This book provides an intimate, personal, and complex 
portrayal of racism in America, and may require group or guided study.   

 
*Mexican Americans  

Just Like Us: The True Story of Four Mexican Girls Coming of Age in America by Helen Thorpe 
This book chronicles the journey of four Mexican teenage girls in Denver CO, two of which have legal 
status and two of which do not. This book explores the obstacles these girls face not only legally, but 
personally, as their immigration status shapes the outcomes of their futures.  

 
*Refugees  

Human Cargo: A Journey Among Refugees by Caroline Moorehead 
This book provides a journalist's perspective of the conditions and situations from which refugees flee and 
tells the stories of various refugees throughout the world.  

 
*Islam 

Burqas, Baseball, and Apple Pie: Being Muslim in America by Ranya Tabari Idliby 
This book tells the story of a Muslim American family and their struggle to be seen as both fully Muslim 
and fully American. This book explores and explains basic tenets of Islam, common misconceptions, and 
struggles within the religion itself. This book is a great text for beginning a conversation about Islam and 
the experience of Muslims in America, as well as naming the complexity and tensions this identity faces in 
our current context.  
 

Books on whiteness, white identity and privilege 
 
Whiteness and white privilege can be difficult topics to discuss. These books provide frameworks for such 
discussions from both a personal, theological and scholarly perspective.  
 
Waking up White: Finding myself in the story of race by Debby Irving 

This book is a wonderful entry point into the conversation of what it means to be white in America. Told 
from her own perspective, this book gently guides white individuals into deeper awareness of their own 
race and towards a better understanding of the experiences and challenges non-white persons face 
simply due to the color of their skin. We recommend this book as one of the first books white people 
should read when “waking up” to their racial privilege. It is a really accessible and engaging starting point 
for having these conversations.  

 
 
 



Witnessing Whiteness: The need to talk about race and how to do it by Shelly Tochluk 
This book invites readers to consider what it means to be white, describes and critiques strategies used to 
avoid race issues, and identifies the detrimental effect of avoiding race on cross-race collaborations. The 
author explores the ways avoidance of race conversations negatively impact cross-race relationships. 
The book also includes political, economic, socio-cultural, and legal histories that shaped the meanings 
associated with whiteness. Free group book study guidelines and discussion materials are available on 
the author’s website www.witnessingwhiteness.com.  

America’s Original Sin by Jim Wallis 
This is a powerful book for Christian Americans. Grounded in a well formulated Christian theology, this 
book provides a distinctly Christian perspective on race relations in the United States. In this book Wallis 
does not shy away from naming the “sins” of racism, nor does he leave much room to question these 
statements. Because of this, we would recommend this book as a follow up book to either Walking Up 
White or Just Mercy. *Note for Wyoming readers: there are portions of this book which condemn the use 
of guns and propose stricter gun regulations.  

 
v Host a Showing of a Film or Documentary  
 
Films and documentaries help us experience the situation of another in a new light. Here are some good ones to 
start with… 
 

Visitors 
This film tells the story of two immigrants living in New York City and their encounters with a white man 
who finds them squatting in his apartment. This film exposes people to the experience of immigrants and 
the threat and grief associated with deportation.   
 
Documentary 13th 
This Documentary, which was released in 2016, walks viewers through the systematic oppression of 
Black bodies in the US from the 13th amendment to the present. While focusing specifically on the 
criminal justice system and the criminalization of black bodies, this well-rounded film reveals much about 
the overall systemic issues of racism in our country.  *Warning: There are scenes in this movie that 
include Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton.  
 
*For shorter Youtube videos we find helpful, check out our website  
 

v Build the spiritual and social skills for difficult dialogues 
 
Radical Compassion Practices 

The work of Rural Race Dialogue is grounded in a practice of compassion and the belief that our natural 
state of being is to have compassion for the other. This theological founding comes from our study of 
compassion through The Center for Engaged Compassion and the work of Frank Rodgers.  

To learn more about the Compassion Practice read: Practicing Compassion by Frank Rogers Jr.  
To learn more about the work of the Center for Engaged Compassion visit: 
http://www.centerforengagedcompassion.com 
 

 
 
 
 



Explore the work of the “Public Conversations Project”  
Now known as “Essential Partners,” Public Conversations hosts over 25 years of experience and 
resources on hosting dialogues across difference—particularly on taboo, politically charged, or deeply 
personal issues. Their core values focus on connection and curiosity in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable differences. They have online resources, webinars, workshops. Learn more at 
http://www.whatisessential.org/  

 
v Get Involved  
 
Once our hearts and minds are opened to the experience of the other, our biblical call as Christians is to actively 
work for the inclusion of all. There are many wonderful organizations and movements that are doing such work 
around racism and racial justice in America, and there are many ways to get involved on both a local and national 
level. Here are two organizations we recommend as good places to begin. Building relationships is key to this 
work, so go on, get out there!  
 

National Movements  
 
Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) 

 
SURJ was founded in partnership between black activists and white ally's as a way to leverage white 
support and power for the movement for black lives. In the last few years, membership has grown into the 
several thousand. SURJ is both a national, as well as locally centered Movement. SURJ does have a 
Wyoming chapter with members currently located in Lander, Laramie, Jackson, Sheridan, and Gillette. If 
you are interested in learning more contact Debra East at lezwestwy@gmail.com  

 
Matthew 25 Movement  

 
The Matthew 25 Movement was born out of a gathering in November 2016 of Christian organizers from 
around the nation who wanted to connect and support Christians seeking to respond to the plight of 
immigrants and other vulnerable people at this historic moment. This group has put together resources 
on-line, as well as a pledge that congregations can sign. 
 
The intended audience of Matthew 25 is bipartisan, Christian and evangelical Christian churches where 
there may not be consensus on conversations about race, immigration, refugees, and Islam. Its basic 
“pledge” is based on Matthew 25 scripture: “I pledge to protect and defend vulnerable people in the name 
of Jesus.”  For more information visit: http://www.matthew25pledge.com/  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email ruralracedialogue@gmail.com for edits, suggestions, or more information! 


